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* Per 100,000 population. Age-adjusted to the 2000 U.S. standard population. 

† Injuries are from all manners, including unintentional, suicide, homicide, undetermined intent, legal 
intervention, and operations of war. Poisoning deaths include those resulting from drug overdose, those 
resulting from other misuse of drugs, and those associated with solid or liquid biologic substances, gases or 
vapors, or other substances such as pesticides or unspecified chemicals.  

§ In 1999, International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision (ICD-10) replaced the previous revision of 
the ICD (ICD-9). This resulted in approximately 5% fewer deaths being classified as motor vehicle traffic--
related and 2% more deaths being classified as poisoning-related. Therefore, death rates for 1998 and earlier 
are not directly comparable with those computed after 1998. Little change was observed in the classification 
of firearm-related deaths from ICD-9 to ICD-10. 

In 2007, the three leading causes of injury deaths in the United States were motor vehicle traffic, poisoning, 
and firearms. The age-adjusted death rate for poisoning more than doubled from 1979 to 2007, in contrast to 
the age-adjusted death rates for motor vehicle traffic and firearms, which decreased during this period. From 
2006 to 2007, the age-adjusted poisoning death rate increased 6%, whereas the motor vehicle traffic death 
rate decreased 4%, and the firearm death rate did not change. 
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CDC WONDER, compressed mortality file, underlying cause-of-death, available at 
http://wonder.cdc.gov/mortsql.html. 

Alternative Text: The figure above shows death rates for the three leading causes of injury death in the 
United States during 1979-2007. In 2007, the three leading causes of injury deaths in the United States were 
motor vehicle traffic, poisoning, and firearms. The age-adjusted death rate for poisoning more than doubled 
from 1979 to 2007, in contrast to the age-adjusted death rates for motor vehicle traffic and firearms, which 
decreased during this period. From 2006 to 2007, the age-adjusted poisoning death rate increased 6%, 
whereas the motor vehicle traffic death rate decreased 4%, and the firearms death rate did not change.  
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Use of trade names and commercial sources is for identification only and does not imply endorsement by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services.  
 
References to non-CDC sites on the Internet are provided as a service to MMWR readers and do not constitute or imply 
endorsement of these organizations or their programs by CDC or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. CDC is not 
responsible for the content of pages found at these sites. URL addresses listed in MMWR were current as of the date of 
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