
[Insert Your Name] 
[Insert Your Address] 

[Insert Your City, State Zip] 
[Insert Your Telephone Number] 

[Insert Your e-Mail] 

[Date] 

Dr. John B. King, Jr. 
Commissioner of Education 
89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, New York 12234 

Dear Commissioner King: 

Subject: Objection to Tax Dollars Paying Teachers Union Rep’s to do Union Work. 

A very disturbing fact recently came to my attention that I’d like to address in this letter. 

That fact is that in our school district, the Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk Central School District, our 
teachers are represented by the New York State United Teachers union, NYSUT. One of our 
teachers, Mr Matthew J. Miller, is the local teachers union representative. Mr Miller is paid a full 
teacher’s salary approximately $88K a year, plus benefits, plus professional enhancement perqs. 
Mr Miller is on a reduced teaching load, approximately a mere 2.5 hours a day, and is free to 
pursue his union representative activities as he deems fit. In other words, he is being paid to 
teach full-time but teaches only part-time. My tax dollars are paying him to do union work, to 
represent vested and special interests, and that is wrong in my opinion. 

I object very strongly to my or any tax dollars going to pay a union representative to do 
union work on time that I am paying that person to teach, not to represent special interests 
which largely go against my interests as a citizen and resident. NYSUT's express mission is 
to ensure the interests of teachers and to lobby for them, not for me or for my community. 
I understand that this practice may be statewide in the approximately 697 school districts in this 
state and is costing taxpayers literally hundreds of millions of dollars every year, hundreds of 
millions of dollars that are being sucked out of education programs, the education programs I 
expect my tax dollars to benefit! 

I want this practice stopped! I unconditionally demand that you, as Education Commissioner, 
take affirmative steps to stop this unacceptable practice, and to urge your staff to take steps to 
ensure that the New York State legislature does the same. 

We will be watching closely, we will be monitoring and reporting your response, and we will 
remember your and your party’s response when we go to the voting booth. 

Thank you for your attention and timely response. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

[Insert Your Name] 


