
2 April 2012 

Ms Donna Lieberman 
Executive Director 
New York Civil Liberties Union 
125 Broad Street, 19th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 

Ds Lieberman: 

I am writing to you to request an the intervention and advice of the ACLU in regard to a recent 
experience of FBI monitoring of my blogsite, and my request to one Special Agent in Charge Mr 
C.C. Holly for explanation of why I am finding in my blog statistics information that the FBI 
Criminal Information Systems is lurking, and apparently watching my blog called Albany NY 
a.k.a. Smalbany at http://smalbanynewyork.wordpress.com/. 

By way of background, on April 2, 2012, I noted at least three visits from the FBI Criminal 
Justice Information Systems (IP 153.31.113.20) to my blog, a discovery that initially aroused my 
curiosity but then my reasonable suspicion, and I decided to contact the Albany office via the 
tips contact feature on the Bureau’s website, and by letter (copy attached). 

Because of the implications of such lurking, I am also contacting you at the ACLU, requesting an 
inquiry and advice. I am also copying my state and federal legislators to ask why the FBI CJI is 
apparently watching my site, which is rather innocuous and concerns the local happenings in a 
rather backwater town, Coeymans, NY, and some of the “three-ring circus” performances that go 
on there. 

A quick visit to the site will certainly speak volumes rather than my spending more time on this 
inquiry. 

Naturally, I shall expect an explanation from the FBI of the good reason why I should be 
receiving multiple visits to my blog by the Criminal Information Systems, or if this is now 
becoming standard practice for federal law enforcement agencies vis-à-vis non-criminal citizens’ 
activities in the exercise of Constitutionally guaranteed liberties. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation, support and assistance. 

 

 cc: Clifford C. Holly 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation–
Albany New York Office 
200 McCarty Avenue 
Albany, NY 12209 

 

http://smalbanynewyork.wordpress.com/

