
Newsprint Bullies. 

To the editor: 

How is it that some pulp-fiction writer for a small-town tabloid, the Times Union, a 
known newsprint bully, can upstage our local newspapers and officials, cast our 
neighbors as a lynch mob, make Coeymans town hall look like a halfway house, and 
scandalize a local elected official, a respected member of the Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk 
business community, a paradigm of the American pioneer spirit of “Don’t tread on me,” 
and publish a libelous article in which she not only calls him a “terrorist,” but suggests 
that his assertion of his right to sovereignty is criminal! Well, that’s exactly what the 
Times Union’s backwoods amateur crime reporter has done in a recent piece on Mr 
Rodney Krzykowski, entitled “A 'sovereign citizen' at the reins Concern rises over RCS 
school board member who owes back taxes.” 

This isn’t the first time that the Times Union has picked up on what appears to be another 
attempt to smear a civic-minded citizen, this time Mr  Krzykowski, and to engage in 
bullying tactics. We all know what a schoolyard bullies do: they take advantage of others 
who are in a weaker position and exploit their power. Having myself been the victim of 
cyberbullying and a victim of the Times Union’s newsprint bullying practices, I know 
personally how powerless and victimized Mr  Krzykowski must feel. The Times Union 
and its co-conspirators can say what they want and get away with it; who can afford to 
fight the Hearst Corporation (the owners of a publishing, broadcasting, and real estate 
empire…and Albany Times Union (owned by Hearst since 1924). And anyone remember 
back in 1974, the “terrorist” extremist group, Symbionese Liberation Army, Randolf 
Hearst’s daughter, Patty, worked with the SLA and helped the group to rob banks. And 
the Times Union talks about “terrorists” and the “Constitution”?!?)? 

According to her bio on the Times Union site, reporter Dayelin Roman “…covers crime 
and other breaking news in the Capital Region. She was born and raised in Miami, Fla., 
but has spent the last few years in the Northeast, covering cops for The Gardner News in 
Massachusetts and the towns of northern Warren County for The Post-Star in Glens 
Falls.” This Dayelin Roman, who is new to the area, has little overall  experience, coming 
to Albany from Florida, has been assigned to cover whatever she can dig up, has the gall 
to literally tell the RCS voters that they don’t know who they put on the Board of 
Education. Well, Ms Roman, no one in this community needs you to tell us about our 
friends, neighbors, community leaders, and elected officials; we have our own journalists 
to cover them, too. 

Mr  Krzykowski is exercising his rights, the same rights that more than 200 years ago, the 
founders of this country did: they put their necks on the line to fight against injustice, 
taxation without representation, their rights to sovereignty. Apparently Ms Roman missed 
the thing about Boston Tea Parties, and the fact that a few little guys got together in 1773, 
moved by the spirit of “sovereignty,” and ultimately threw the British out of the Colonies, 
later to become the United States. And by the way, they owed back taxes; unfair taxation 
was the whole issue. 

Or is it that Mr Krzykowski has embarrassed the hell out of local town officers, lawyers, 
judges and has revealed their ignorance of a very old provision that is very real and very 
American resource; caught them with their pants down. Time to start fighting dirty, guys? 



Well, it’s tax time and everyone is high-anxiety about filing on time; looking forward to 
refunds of their own money the government is holding. Those same people are grumbling 
about what the government is failing to do, the pay hikes their legislators are voting in for 
themselves, the benefits packages that elected officials get in state and federal 
government, and what about the taxpayer-funded pensions the legislators get (Joe Bruno, 
more than 90K in pension per year). What about the foreign wars at taxpayer expense? 
And the price of gasoline? Billions of taxpayer dollars. And the billions to Israel? Are 
you happy with how your voice is heard in Albany, Washington? 

Maybe we need more Rodney Krzykowskis to start raising their voices to shout “I’m fed 
up and I’m not putting up with it any more!” Maybe the rest of us should get some guts 
and stand up for ourselves. Thank you! Mr  Krzykowski! And mind your own business, 
Ms Roman and Times Union. There’s plenty of crooks, criminals and terrorists right 
outside your doors: just check out the State Capital and downtown Smalbany. 

So far, the RCS board has performed stellarly (far better than our legislatures). And, last 
time I checked, you are innocent until proved guilty, that is, convicted of a crime (not 
your political convictions!). From what I’m hearing, it sounds to me like fingerpointers 
Miller and Bartlett have axes to grind, maybe their own political agendas, too. They’d 
probably suggest we remove all of Congress, too (not a bad idea, really, but they’re all 
millionaires). Bottom line: Too many bullies out there. 

Name withheld by request. 


